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- Nashville Blue

Lou Reid has left the Ricky Skaggs band to
assume the guitar/lead singer seat with The
Seldom Scene. During the interim between
Phil Rosethal’s departure and Reid’s early
June arrival, Tony Rice and John Starling
filled in.

Wayne Lewis completed his 30-day notice
to Bill Monroe on May 18, ending the longest
continuous service by any Blue Grass Boy.
Lewis replaced Ralph Lewis in 1976. The cur-
rent Blue Grass Boys are Blake Lewis, banjo;
Tater Tate, fiddle: Johnny Montgomery, bass;
and Tom Ewing, guitar.

Donna Odum of Bluegrass World in Orlan-
do, Fla., reported that the long delayed venue
will open June 19-21. A 1942 church has been
_converted into a fine listening room dedicated
to the memory of the late Big Timber and Stan-
ley Brothers fiddler Chubby Anthony.

Whiskey Jack, the "Toronto-based blue/new
grass band that has been a favorite with Cana-
dian and Nashville Network viewers via the
Lommy Hunter Show, has signed with In Tune
Management, The transformation means the
addition of a drum kit and the use of more gui-
tars and less mandolin and banjo.

Marshall Wilborn, formerly of Whetstone
Run, is the new bass player for Jimmy Martin,

Jean and Bob Cornett, who have produced
the Festival of the Bluegrass in Lexington, Ky.,
for a number of years, have opened the Spirit
of the Swannee Campground in Live Oak, Fla.
They staged their first festival at that site in
April; the next is slated for October 10-11.

The Lonesome River Band recorded their
second album at Springfield, Virginia’s Bias
Studios on June 67 for release on Cross Cur-
rent, the new label spun off by Rebel/County
Records,

Also waxing at Bias recently have been Ap-
palachian Express and The Virginia Squires.
The Squires recorded four Wes Golding com-
positions and one by Randall Hylton for their
fourth album, slated to appear on Cross Cur-
rent. Squires Rickie Simking and Sammy She-
lor joined Tony Rice and Frank Poindexter on
sessions for a long overdue album from Larry
Rice. Like the New Quicksilver’s recorded de-
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celebrating its tenth anniversary by producing
a two-part album.,

Tulsa’s Bluegrass & Chili Festival dates
are September 5-6. For the fourth year a blue-
grass band competition will follow on Septem-
ber 7. Demo tapes from Prospective contestant
bands must include five tunes and be submit-
ted by August 15 to: Downtown Tulsa Unlim-
ited, 6 East Fifth, Suite 200, Tulsa, OK 74103,

Banjoman Alan Munde, who performed
with the Country Gazette since 1972 in addi-
tion to recording numerous solo albums, will
join the faculty of South Plains College in
Levelland, Texas, this fall. Munde will teach
bluegrass ensemble and banjo to students in

grass Band performs in People’s Republic

its

- The installation reception is slated for A

#
The International Bluegrass Music Association completed its first election for
board of directors. Selected to serve are Terry Woodwa[d (chairman), presi-

Executive Inn, followed by the bluegrass industry’s first trade show —. the
IBMA World of Bluegrass 1986 on Aug. 22-24.

ugust 21 at the Owensboro, Ky.,

the country and bluegrass music curriculum.
Munde will continue to tour with Country Ga-
zette on a limited basis, according to an SPC
press release.

The Nashville Bluegrass Band became the
first American bluegrass act to perform in the
People’s Republic of China. The five-man
group arrived in the world’s most populous na-
tion on June 25, and departed on July 4 after
playing at a picnic at the United States Embas-
Sy in Bejing (formerly known as Peking).
Most of the ten-day sojourn was spent per-
forming at the American Festival at the Shera-
ton Great Wall Hotel,

The Oriental junket follows the Nashville

Bluegrass Band’s first European tour. The
group departed May 17 for two weeks of dates
in Holland, France and West Germany. Those
gigs included the Angers Bluegrass Festival in
France and the German festival in Gullingen.
Following the success of their 1985 debut plat-
ter, My Native Home, Rounder Records has
scheduled the release of a second album for
late June.

That’s all for now, but plenty of wonderful
bluegrass events are yet to come during this
month and September. I'll see you at the festi-
vals or you can send your bluegrass news to
Another Country, Rt. 1, Box 710, Pittshoro,
NC 27312. .
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rent release.

1dy Bluegrass recently journeyed to
Ipstairs Studio to wax their first
long player, Delta Queen. The contemporary
bluegrass act also turned in an appearance at
the Station Inn.

Chicago’s SCS Sound is offering a digitally
recorded cassette of Leftwich, Higginbotham
& Jackson live at last year’s Augusta Festival.,
The ‘B’ side captures Cajun fiddler Dewey
Balfa’s performance at the same event.

Harry Grant has been involved with a suc-
cessful series of dinner theater dates for blue-
grass at Neil’s New Yorker in Mountain
Lakes, N.J. The Boys From Indiana played in
March and the New Quicksilver in April, with
Kentucky Roots opening both shows.

During May, June and July cable TV view-
ers in Oregon enjoyed performances by Hot
Rize and the Sawtooth Mountain Boys taped at
the Stumptown Opry.

Ryan Thompson of Captain Fiddle Publi-
cations, noted that the first printing of The Fid-
dler’s Almanac has sold out. Not to WOTrTY,
however, since the second printing is now
available.

Niles Hokkanen has begun publication of
Galactic Crossroads, a mandolin magazine
slated for five issues per year. Niles is offering
free classified ads to musicians, even those
who are not subscribers. The address: P.O.
Box 2352, Clarksburg, WV 26301

Hokkanen is also concerned about the 1im-
plications for bluegrass artists of two bills
pending in the United States Congress — Sen-

- ate 670 “Performing Arts Labor Relations

Amendments” and HR 2911, the so-called
Tape Tax Bill. He invites anyone desiring more
information to contact him.

The Southern Wisconsin Bluegrass Music
Association celebrated its third birthday in
May. Its Cave of the Mounds Bluegrass 86
Family Music Festival is scheduled for August
15-17. SWBMALI sponsors Bluegrass Scoop, a
taped information line which can be reached at
(608)233-4522.

Skyline Drive is the working title of the third
Tony Trischka & Skyline album, due out in Ju-
ly on Flying Fish. The group took more time
recording this LP than either of their previous
efforts and they seem happy with the results.
Oak Publications also expects a mid-summer
release for Master Of The Five String, the new
banjo book from Trischka and Pete Wernick,
banjoman for Hot Rize.

The Great Plains Bluegrass & Old Time
Music Association of Council Bluffs, Towa, is

Here’s the

Writing Songs For Fun & Profit is
a 90-minute tape, written and re-
corded by a successful Nashville
songwriter. This is an essential tool
for anyone who has ever written a
S0ng, songpoem or a melody.

Writer and narrator Billy Arr has
worked in the music industry for
twenty years. He has more than 600

songs published and over 60 major recordings
by such artists as Loretta Lynn, Mel Tillis, Mick-
ey Gilley, The Kendalls, The Wilburn Brothers,

Gene Watson and many others.

This cassette gives you the How, Who,
When, Where and What of songwriting, plus
helpful hints and shortcuts. It covers contracts,
royalties, trade publications, industry organiza-
tions and legitimate publishers whose doors are
open to new writers. All this and much, much

more.

Why spend hours reading when you can lis-
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A 90 MINUTE CASSETTE ON
WRITING BETTER SONGS
PLUS 20 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE IN "HOW TO
SHORT CUTS IN THE MUSIC
BUSINESS
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WRITTEN & NARRATED BY: BILLY ARR
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ten to a professional tell you how in on-
ly 90 minutes. Order yours today.
It’s only $9.95 plus $2.00 P&H.

FREE ...

If your order Writing Song\sf For Fun & Profit
today, we’ll send you a free copy of the
Standard Songwriters Contract, the con-
tract used throughout the songwriting in-
dustry. Study it. Copy it. Use it for your
songs.

YES! Please send me:

$9.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling . . . .Total $
Include my FREE copy of Standard Songwriters Contract!

Writing Songs For Fun and Profit Tapes @

Tenn. residents add 73/2% sales tax.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GM PRODUCTS

[J Payment enclosed Charge my [ Visa [J MasterCard
Acct. No. Exp. Date
Signature
Name

Address

City

State Zip

‘Mail to: GM Products, 5065 Lebanon Rd., Old Hickory, TN 37138




