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Bluegrass festival

The bluegrass festival season is in full swing
this month with stupendous events on tap, in-
cluding the Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver
Festival in Denton, N.C., and the Win-
terhawk and Peaceful Valley festivals in up-
state New York,

As usual, Sugar Hill Records did well at the
annual NAIRD awards. Blue Ridge by The
Seldom Scene and Jonathan Edwards won
Bluegrass Album of the Year. Hot Rize’s Tra-
ditional Ties, runner-up in that category, took
first place in Album Design. ,

The Drama Desk Association of New York
Crities, Editors, and Reporters nominated
The Red Clay Ramblers for a Drama Desk
Award in the Sound Design/Music in a Play
category as a result of their contribution to
Sam Sheppard’s 4 Lie Of The Mind. The
awards were presented May 29 at New York
City’s Plaza Hotel.

While in New York appearing in the play the -

Ramblers spent three days providing Irish mu-
sic for the ABC soap opera Ryan’s Hope.

Chicago’s Special Consensus finished their
national tour with the late Harry Chapin’s Coz-
tonpatch Gospel on April 26, but they will re-
sume their performance in the play during a
July 16-August 24 run in Woodstock, Ill. De-
spite three months on the road, the group has
finished their third long playing album, slated
for release this month.

Red & Murphy have relocated to Winches-
ter, Va., where they will rebuild their band.
Former Ricky Skaggs partner Wes Golding
expects the release of “River Of Teardrops”
this month on Heritage, while The Johnson
Mountain Boys and Bill Harrell are also fin-
ishing recording projects.

Recently touring overseas have been Bill
Clifton, Foggy Bottom, High Country, and
Cathy Barton & Dave Para.

Buddy Lee Attractions has booked two dates
each in May, August and September for the
Legends of Bluegrass. Bill Monroe, Ralph
Stanley, Jim & Jessee and Mac Wiseman
will appear at the venues in Nashville, Wash-
ington, D.C., Pittsburgh, and several other
cities.

Randy Driskill has taken the banjo chair
with Roanoke, Virginia’s Lonesome River
Band. Driskill, 25, has been playing semi-

professionally since age 15 with Senator Ro- .
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lore seminars and concerts (July 13-August
15).

Musical instructors for other programs dur-
ing the workshop include Leftwich, Higgin-
botham & Jackson, Joe Herrman of The
Critton Hollow String Band, Tracy Sch-
warz, Uncle Charlie Osborne, Cathy Fink,
Rich Kirby, Evo Bluestein, Pete Suther-
land, Robin Kessinger, Ola Belle Reed, Roy
Bookbinder and Trapezoid.

The Friends of Fiddle and Dance, the up-
state New York organization which includes
Jay Ungar, Molly Mason and Lyn Hardy,
has announced the schedule for their popular
summer workshops at Ashokan in the
Catskills. Northern Week will be July 14-20;

season now in full swing

Southern Week, with Leftwich, Higginbo-
tham & Ritchie, July 26-August 1; Western
and Swing Week, featuring Matt Glaser and
Texas Playboy Tiny Moore, August 3-9; and
Open Week, August 11-17.

Guitarist and singer Dave Wollum, 74, died
March 7 in Florida. Woolum began playing
country music in the 1930s and became in-

volved in bluegrass during the late 1940s. He
recorded during the 1950s for Sage, Starday
and Excellent as the leader of bands which fea-
tured Noah Crase and Nelson Young.

I’m out of space for this month, but I'll be
seeing you at the festivals. Until then send your
news to Art Menius, Rt. 1, Box 710, Pittsboro,
NC 27312,




with. Roanoke, Virginia’s Lonesome River

professionally since 15 with Senator Ro-
bert Byrd, l’l'm'wnl x.nf:l The Spirits of Blue.
grass. The band hag begun recording their
second album for release on Cross Current,
the new label spun off by Rebel/County Re-
cords.

“Thinking Of Home” by The Kentucky

blers is the first bluegrass release from
Pat Martin’s new Turquoise label, Following
close on its heels wili be “The Tall Brown
Grass” from Summit, the New York group
best known for backing Frank Wakefield.
Their *grass ranges all the way from true blue
to new.

Also slated for release this month on Tur-
quoise is former Blue Grags Boy Glen Dun-
can, who’s now fiddling with Jim & Jessee.
Duncan’s recording unit included Jesse
McReynolds, Allen Shelton, Charlie Collins
and Roy Junior Huskey. No Strings At-
tached, the new 4ge group which waxed the
first Turquoise platter, is recording their sec-
ond album for the label.

“There’s A Glow In The Smokies,” sung by
John Lily in the style of Jimmie Rodgers with
the backing -of Phil & Gaye Johnson, has
been released as a 45 on Upstream Records.
Proceeds will benefit the effort to prevent a nu-
clear waste dump in the North Carolina moun-
tains.

“Slew Foot”/*“Nine Pound Hammer” is the
latest single from Harold Crosby and his
Travelers on the Traveler label, while Thar
Bear Stole My Banjo is a cassette of old-time
music and stories for children released by
Crystal Productions. Robbins and Davig
Holt will perform at the Maggie Valley (N .C)
Opry House throughout this month and Au-
gust. Holt will unveil his new one-man show,
“From Here to Kingdom Come

Jim Eanes, who recorded for Capitol and
Decca during the Fifties, has a new album out

on Rebel compiled from unreleased tracks he

waxed for the Leather and RPM labels more
than five years ago.

Jerry McCoury has rejoined Del Me-
Coury & The Dixje Pals on bass, while Lar-
ry Robbins has departed The Johnson
Mountain Boys after Seven years as their bass-
man. Mike Aldridge has taken the mandolin
duties with The Bass Mountain Boys.

Bluegrass legends Kenny Baker, Josh
Graves, Jake Tullock and Frank Wakefield
will form part of (he instructional staff for
Bluegrass Week (July 13-18) at the annual Au.
op. West Virgin:

st Herltnge Arty Wor

1

i .

Randy Driskill has taken the banjo chair

Writing Songs For Fun & Profit is
a 90-minute tape, written ang re-
corded by a successful Nashville
songwriter. This js an essential tool
for anyone who has ever written 3
s0Ng, songpoem or 3 melody,
Writer and narrator Billy Arr has
worked in the music industry for
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A 90 MINUTE CASSETTE ON
WRITING BETTER SONGS.
PLUS 20 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE IN “HOw TO'
SHORT cUTS IN THE MUSIC
BUSINESS,

twenty years. He has more than 600 [.. ™
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Gene Watson ang many others.
This cassette gives
When, Where ang What of songwriting, plus

professional tel| You how in on-

minutes. Order yours today;.
It’s only $9.95 plus $2.00 P&H.
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today, we’ll send you a free copy of the
Standard Songwriters Contract, the con-
tract used throughout the songwriting in-
dustry, Study it. Copy it. Use it for your

e songs.
YES! Please Send me:

Writing Songs For Fun and Profit Tapes @

$9.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling . . ey &0y
Include my FREE copy of Standard Songwriters Contract!
Tenn. residents add 73/29% sales tax.
MAKE CHECKks PAYABLE TO Gm PRODUCTS

. O Payment enclosed Charge my [J Visa LI MasterCard
Acct. No. __ Exp. Date
Signature
Name

Address




